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"Che" Guevara's death was a ccippling—perhaps fatal--blow to the Rolivian 
guerrilla movement and may prove # serioug sethack for Fidel Caatto's hopaa to 
foment violent revolution in “all or almost all" Latin american comtries. Those 

‘ Communists and others woo might have been prepared to taltiate Cuban<strle guerrille 
warfare Will be dilacoursged, at imast for a tim, by the defeat of the foreamest 
tactician of the Coben revelutionary atratesy at the bands of one af the weakest 
erates fn the hemisphere. Howavar, there {s litele likeifhood that Cascro and-his 
followers throughout Latin Americe will cesse their efferts te foment and support 
iiigurgency, albeit perhaps with dome caoctical modLficationg, 

The myscery of Guevara, Argentinesborn Ernesto “Che Guevara, Fidel Castro's 
Tighthend man and chief liewtemmmc in the Sierra Msestra, author ee 
guerrilis tactics, one-time president of Cuba's Matiensl Bank under Castro end 
Later Minieter of Indwitties, mrateriously disappeared in Harch 1965, Rumor gaid 
that he was £11, or thet he had been put to death by Castro, of thac he was in the 
Deminiesn Kepubife ditne its eivill war or in ¥Ylemes or in the Congo. In October 
1965, Castro finally annoumesrd that t Guevata had renounced hie Cuban citizenship and 
get off to davete his services to the revelutionary causa in other lands.” Rumors 
ag to hile whereabouts continuad, but weil recently there was no gubstantial evidence 


ta prove eyen thet he was alive. 


| Guevarisneo makes a strong totetberck. The March 1945 disappearance of Guevara 
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occurred during 2 period whan Fidel Caacro was toning dawn bis emphanis on violent 
revolution and trying to comese his differences with the traditional pro-Soviet 
communist parties in Latin America, Gut it was not long before Cagtro again bogan 
to faver openly the independent revolutionary theary which he and Guevara had 
developed based om their view of the Cuban revolution, Since the Tricontinental 
fonterence in Havana in Jancary 1966, Gasero has advocated with tncreasiog stridency 
the thesis which 1s set forth most clearly iu a book entitled Fevolution within 

the Favolution? ty Castro's primcipal theoretical spelogiec, French Mareise 
intellactoal Jules Regia Debray (now oo trial in Bolivia}. Disgusted with the 
“peaceful path-to-power" arguments of the Latin American old=Line commumist parties 
especially the Venezuelan CP—aomd their Soviat supporters, Fidel and Debray have 
agserted that Latin America is ripe for tusurgency now and have specLflad that the 
turalgduerrilla movemegt rather than any urban-based commmisc party or other ¢roun 
gust be the foeal point and the headquarters Of the insurgency. They have declared 
that actLon must take pre¢edence over ideology and thar the guerrilla movement--as 
thé Beclens of a Marziat-Leninis: party—-will creare the objective conditions for 
its wicimatea success and attract the local peasantry. 

Om ApeLL L? this year Cuban sake Rave great play to an articla sunogsedly 
Written by Guevara reiterating the Castro-Guevera-Debray thesis. Two days Later 
Fidel praised the article ed eulogized Guevara, elimizating any lineeriog impression 
that che romantic “Che'' had been removed from the Cuban pantheon, 

Lasd € eens lights di = rthodox sts. The first 
Latin American Solidarity Oregsnization meting ta Hevana this summer served ca 
uidexpuers disagreement with the Castro thesis by the old Iine commmist parties, 
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They argue that conditions fer violaot revolution exist only in very few Latin 
Averican coutriles at present and that the local commutise parties—-not Cubans ox 
othar fore{gnera—-should be che only onas to determina in accordance with tradictona!? 
Marcist theory what cack aie ealled for. Despite en outward show of harmony among 
the delegater, the LAS0 conference,of which Guevara wie named honorary president 
in absentia,videned the breach batween the pro-Mosciy communists and thosa who 
Want revolution now. 

Bolivia: testing ground for the theory? The guerrilia insurgency in Bolivia 
which ¢ame to light in March £967 rekindied internationgl interest in Latin 
American insuTpencies and aspéecially in tha movements then underway fn Latin Americs. 
The Guatemalan guerrillas séemed to be on the ropes; guerrilla forees in Veneztela 
and Colombia were making no headway. The new Golivian insurgency, on the other 
hand, a@chad co be the mont promising. In on effort to maintain wity with Caseroe 
aad within che Latin American extreme left, even traditional communist parties agreed 
to endorse the Bolivian guerrillas. Interest was further boightemed when in April 
Dubrey himself wag captured by the Bolivian armid forees and he Lndicaced that Che 
Guevara hed organized and ves leading the eaanitiiasy 

Initial battles betwaern the geertillas and the felivian army iast March snd 
April proved almost disastrous to the poorly trained, Lll-equipped troons wag 
suffered heaey Losses in every encounter. The Fallute of tha army to daal effectively 
ii tnanaitet of insurrectionists shook the entire Uolivian government and led te 
deppertate apreals fer 78 assistance, eighboring countries began to consider wnat 
action mighe be required by them, But che querriilas proved neither invincible mer 
infallible. #v July, aided by tescimony from Ocbray and other cautives vho vere 
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maobars of the guernilla forea or had contact with it.as well as by peasants who 
demogtrated more loyalty to the atued forces tham to the guarrillas despite che 
letters’ efforts to woo them, Bolivian army units were able to inflict some damage 
on the guerrillas albeit with fairly heavy casualties. In late August, a 
significant victory took place when the guerrilla rear quatd wes wiped out in a 
well-executed ambush. 5rill, a auccessful encowter with the main body of the 
guarrills force did not occur until October §, when the army recouped its 
reputation by the action which regelted in the death of Guevara. 

Effects in Eolivia. ‘Guevara's death is a feacher in the ean of Bolivian 
President Rene Barrientos. Yt may signal che end of tha guerrilla moverent as 4 
threat to stabilicy. If so, the Qolivian military, which is a major element of 
Ratrientos' supporc, will enjoy a seute of self-confidence and acrength thac it hos 
long lacked, Howevar, wletory could alse atir political ambitions among amr 
officers who were direccly involved in the anti-suerrilla campaign and whe may now 
gee themealves ag tha saviors of the republic, 

Castro's resection; public rededication and private reassessment. Cuban 
domestic media have thus far limited their reporting on Guevara's death to mention- 
ing “insistent statewenta” co chia effect in the international press which Cuban 
authorities cag nelthar cemfirm or deny. However, the broad outiines of Hevana's 
public posicion are generally predictable. Guevara vill be eulogized as [he model 
revolutionary whe met a herdic death. Hia exenplary epnduct will be contrasted te 
the do-nothing, cowardly thacrizing of tha old line communist partica and othat 
“ppeude-revoluctonarios” in Latin America anc elsewhere. The Cas tro-Guevara-Debrav 


thesis will be upheld a9 still valid and the protracted nature of the struggle will 
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be emphapized. Elame for Guevara's death wili be attributed te the wiusl villains-- 
US toperialiam, the Green Herets, tha Clé—with only passing contemptuous reference 
te the Zolivian “leckeys", <A call will no doube be made For mew “Ghe's™ to pick up 
the banner of the faiien loadar and optimistic predictions will ba made as to the 
dnevitability of the Final eriumph, 

Tn private, hovewer, Castro and bis essocietes will have to reappraiage che 
prospects fot ¢xported revolution. Castre might vp hie commitment of Ceban men 
aid regources to foreign iusurgency in order to demonstrate that the daath of one 
Eee eee ot triows “Che"—-mskes little difference to the eventual 
eyccess of guerrilla struggle it Che benisphere. Swch response would fit with 
Castre's characteristic te fusal to a@erept failure in a wajer timdertaking. Or 
he might curtail Cuba's efforts to foeter insurgzency abroad, pending further 
aisesament and stocktaking on the prospects for potential and existing insurgencies. 
Or, on analyzing the Guevara effort in Bolivia, he mighe adepe some new tactical 
approaches for guerrilla movements. On balance, it seem mest Likely chat he will 
emtinue to commit about tha sana tevel of resources ag at pradent to pronising 
revolutionarios while otilizing the memory of the “marty red" Guevara and perhacs 
foe tactical chimges ia approach. 


Probable Latino Amerie Action to ata's dogsth, ews of Guevara's death 


will telieve most non-leétist Latin Americans whe feared that sooner or lacer he 
mipht foment inaurgencies in thelr comtries, The demise of the most glamorous 
and reputedly effective revolutionary may even cause gome Latin Americans to dewn- 
grade the seriousness of insurgeacy and the social factors which breed [f&. Un 
the other hand, commmists of whatever aerioe and other leftists are Likely tp 
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eulogize the revolutionary Martyr—aspecially fortie concribution te che Cuban 


revolutico—end Co mzintain that revoluclons vill centinee until thelr causoea are 


éfidicatad, 

ff tha Soaifvian guerrilla movement 1s scen eliminated as a cericus aubversive 
threat, the death of Guevara vill have aven more important repercussions among 
Latin American comeemigts. The dowlnsnt- peaceful ilme grows, whe vere either 
in tetal disagreement vith Castro of patd only lip-servics to the guerrilla 
attuggle, will be able to argua with more authority agalnasr the Castro-Guevera- 
Dabray thesis, They can point ouc that even a meyemenc led by the foremest 
TeroLlutionary tectician, in & country which apparently provided conditions suitable 
for revolution, had failed. While these partics are wittbabelie aieeerut Che's 
importance and abilities, they will be able te aecnsea the Cobans of adventurism 
and point cut thet the presence of so many Cubans and other foreieners among the 
leaders of the Bolivian guerciilas tended te alienate the peasants upon whose 
support they uleimarcely depended. They will be able to argue that any insurgency 
must be indigenous and that only local parties know when local conditions are ripe - 
for revolution. Castro certainiy will net be able to disasseciate himself fron 
Guevara's Bolivian efforts and will be subject to “ve told you so” eritieism from 
the old Line parties. Although leftist grocpe whieh may Save marginally sccepted 
the Cuban theory probably will reevaluate their policies, Castre's spell an the 


more youchfyl leftist eletants in the hemisphere will not be broken, 


